
These minutes have been approved by the Commission  

 

Conservation and Historic Preservation Commission, Town of Eastford 

 

Minutes of the Regular Meeting      Dec. 3, 2013 

 

Members Present:  Georgianne Copley (Chair), Tom DeJohn, Anne Latham, Deborah Lee (Sec), 

 Ed Parry, Ralph Yulo  

Members Absent:   Steve Broderick, Dee Childs, Mary Ellen Ellsworth (Vice Chair)  

 

1. Meeting called to order at 7:10 pm 

2. Approved minutes of November 2013 meeting with correction. 

3. Old Business items 

a. Historic Town Pound signage –Tom has now got the wording and will print it out soon.  Ralph 

showed Commission members a newspaper clipping from 1971 describing how local 4-H-ers 

worked on sprucing up Eastford’s Old Town Pound and a proposal to put up explanatory signs at 

the site.  

  

b. Askew Trail  - clearing is an on-going task 

 

c. Boston Turnpike Trail (BTT) maintenance –  Georgianne reported that folks from DEEP went out to 

inspect the site of the flooded trail on Oct. 1 and found that the trail was high and dry at that 

moment.  They did find that the culvert was packed with mud and used a backhoe to clear the 

culvert.  Alas, Tom reports that the culvert is plugged up once again.  The DEEP contact told 

Georgianne  that a “beaver deceiver”  will not prevent future flooding and instead suggested that 

the Commission make the BTT detour around the south end of the pond.  The beaver trapping 

season started on Dec. 1 and goes through March.   Members discussed contacting local trappers 

to encourage them to set out traps at this site.   

 

d. Old CT Path In Eastford –   

 

i. On 11/10/2013 Commission members walked a section of Walker Rd that is 

intersected by what is thought to be the route of the Old CT Path. The OCP crosses 

Walker Rd and continues across Bigelow Brook out to Axe Factory Rd.  Walker Rd 

appears to be a little used road and is a lovely walk. There is a parcel on Walker Rd 

that has been deeded to the Town.  It was the site of an old school house. Georgianne 

gave the deed material that she received from Steve to Tom.  The Commission needs 

to investigate whether Walker Rd is legally considered an “abandoned” or a 

“discontinued”  road as that may have some bearing on whether it  could become a 

Town hiking trail.  

 

ii. Section of OCP running through Camp Nahaco  (a linear conservation/historic 

educational site) - Commission members discussed appropriate educational signage 

for this section and agreed to walk the path in April to investigate what natural history 

information would be appropriate to include.  At the last meeting members discussed 
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getting input from the Eastford Historical Society about what  historical information 

would be appropriate to include on the proposed signs.   

 

 

e. Historic Cemeteries  - Ed reported that he attended a seminar on maintaining  and cleaning historic 

headstones.  A product called D2 (from granitecitytool@myfairpoint.com) was used to gently 

remove disfiguring algae and lichens.   

 

f. Future Projects ideas – members discussed again 1) investigating the legal status of various historic 

public right-of-ways in Town;  2)  planning a nature walk for late spring/early summer at Camp 

Nahaco that would focus on aquatic organisms or perhaps a “bioblitz” type event; and 3) planning 

a winter nature walk focusing on animal tracks or the winter buds of trees and shrubs (Ralph’s 

“This Bud’s For You “ walk). 

 

4. New Business – none 

5. Correspondence - none 

6. Adjourned at 8:30.  

 

The next meeting of ECHPC will be on Jan 7, 2014 at 7pm at the Eastford Public Town Hall 

 

Respectfully submitted, Deborah Lee (Sec.) 


